The " Arabic95 Incident

even if my instructions have to be sent by letter. Experience
has proved that negotiations, if they are to have any prospect of
success with the American Government, must be carried on in
Washington. Both President Wilson and Mr. Lansing are now
prepared to attempt to reach an agreement by this means. In
Germany, where the tone of the American Note must have appeared
unnecessarily abrupt, this fact is perhaps not realized; the
explanation of course is that Mr. Wilson was carried away by the
popular excitement over the Lusitania Incident, and was thus
compelled to adopt an intransigent attitude, from which he
cannot now recede, without making his position impossible here,
Then besides the resignation of Mr. Bryan, and that unfortunate
telegram of Dr. Dumba's, which has become known here, has
convinced him that we are not in earnest. Finally, he wishes to
come to some kind of settlement with us by means of this exchange
of Notes, in order that he may then turn his attention to England ;
and his well-known pride confirms him in the view that only after
he has concluded his negotiations with us, can he take up the
matter with her. It should be clearly understood that Mr.Wilson
does not want war with us, nor does he wish to side with England,
despite all statements to the contrary in the Press of the Eastern
States. This Press, in agreement with other powerful and influen-
tial circles, is Anglophile to a degree and not altogether averse to
a war with Germany ; but this view is not shared by Mr.Wilson,
or the large majority of the American people.
" The great danger of the present situation is that we may be
driven to war, either by the efforts of this Press, or by a new
Lusitania incident. What Mr. Wilson wants is to satisfy public
opinion here, by the serious tone of the Note sent to us, and at the
same time to induce us to make certain concessions and thus
carry out his darling project of the freedom of the seas, by
finding some middle course between the German and English
views. In his last Note, the President has certainly modified
his views in our favour by his admission that submarine warfare
is legitimate, whereas he formerly maintained that it could not
be regarded as permissible from the point of view of international
law,